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Volume 10, Number 1      August  2008 
      
Thoughts from the Prez 

Thank you to all the parents who attended the 
important band and orchestra meetings before school 
even began.  If you missed them and have questions 
please call the appropriate officer.  We want everyone 
to be informed and excited about the upcoming year of 
instrumental music excellence.  This newsletter has lots 
of information so keep it handy for reference.   
 
We are working very hard to update our database of 
students and parents.  Send new information (address 
changes, phone numbers, e-mail, etc.) to Stephanie 
Williams at SWilli1199@aol.com or call her at 331-
2703   
 
Our next BBOB meeting will be September 8th at 
7:00 pm at the Mid-High bandroom.  
 
Rhonda Parnell, President 

 
 

Kick-Off Picnic 
Party in the Park! 

 
Every year, the band and orchestra parents get the 
school year kicked-off right with a picnic at Sooner 
Park, with performances from both groups.  This year’s 
picnic is scheduled for Tuesday, August 19th, so mark 
your calendars for party in the park.   
This year the meal is a picnic of your choosing.  Bring 
your own picnic.  Tea and water will be provided by 
BBOB.  
The performances of the band and orchestra will begin 
at 6:30 pm. 
If you missed the opportunity to sign up to help in 
the concession stand or to be a chaperone or other 
volunteer jobs, bring your calendars and planners 
so you can sign up for the numerous opportunities 
to help with your student’s music education.   
 

Hope to see everyone there! 
 

Attention: Juniors and Seniors 
The following ACT and SAT testing dates DO 
NOT have band conflicts.   
October 4 – SAT   October 25 – ACT 
December 13 – ACT   January 24 – SAT 
February 7 – ACT  March 14 - SAT 

Children’s Musical Theater 
Children’s Musical Theater of Bartlesville premiered 
their version of Disney’s High School Musical in July.  
Several students participated in this production.  
C.J. Brooks played the part of Jason.  
Spencer Wilson played guitar in the pit orchestra.  
The Bruin Brigade drumline played a part in this 
production also and increased the enthusiasm of the 
play’s ending. The drumline players included: David 
Calhoun, Amber Jordan, Brandon Wong, Christian 
Parnell, Andrew Williams, Taylor Miller, John Allen, 
Landon Trotter, Mackenzie McDaniel, Chris Hogan 
and Nathan Cosby.  Great job!  

 
Germany Trip 

REVISED MONTHLY TRIP PAYMENT SCHEDULE 
DUE DATE                                             AMOUNT 
  
March     1, 2008                                 $ 250  
April      11, 2008                                       200 
May      15, 2008                                       200 
June     15, 2008                                       200 
July      15, 2008                                       200 
August  15, 2008                                       200 
Sept     15, 2008                                       200 
Oct       15, 2008                                       200 
Nov       15, 2008                                       200 
Dec      15, 2008                                       200 
January     15,     2009                                           145 
Total estimated trip cost                                    2,195 
Please send trip payments to:  Kevin Williams 

2124 Turtle Creek, Bartlesville, OK 74006 
 

Orchestra News 
We would like to thank the parents who attended the 
orchestra meeting last week. The year is starting off 
very well. We are pleased with our orchestras. The 
instrumentation is good and the students are great to 
work with.  Uniform Check out will be Sept 5 for the 
boys & 6th for the girls. All check out will be at BHS 
from 3:15-5:00.    
We have a student teacher at BHS and Central from 
OWU. Her name is Rachel Hammon. She is a 
graduate of BHS. She played clarinet in the Bruin 
Brigade Band. She has taken lessons on cello and 
violin as well as string methods and the method’s 
courses required for a degree in instrumental music. 
She will be student teaching in elementary music for 
the second half of the semester and plans to attend 
graduate school after graduation from OWU. 
The Carrs 
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Band News 
 

New Directors 
We are pleased to announce that Mr. Alex Claussen 
has been chosen as the new High School band director 
and Miss Wendy Benford is the new Mid-High band 
director.   Mrs. Christyn Champagne is our new Color 
Guard director and has been working with the 
colorguard team over the summer (even before the 
band began practicing!).  We also welcome back Ceth 
Barnett who worked with the Bruin Brigade in 2006.     
 
(A few highlights from Mr. Alex Claussen’s bio, which 
was printed in the summer newsletter.)  
Mr. Alex Claussen earned his Bachelor Music 
Education from the University of Central Oklahoma. He 
has taught at Duncan Middle School and High School 
and comes to Bartlesville most recently from Sapulpa 
Public Schools where he was Coordinator of 
Instrumental Music. The Southwest Oklahoma Band 
Director’s Association named Mr. Claussen the 
Outstanding Band Director of the Year in 2002. Both 
ASBDA and Phi Beta Mu have named Mr. Claussen 
the Outstanding Young Band Director of the year for 
the state of Oklahoma. Mr. Claussen's professional 
affiliations include Oklahoma Bandmasters Association 
(past-president), Oklahoma Music Educators 
Association (Past Band Chair), Phi Beta Mu (President 
2008-2010), and American Federation of Musicians.  
Mr. Claussen maintains an active schedule playing the 
tuba professionally, making guest conducting 
appearances for various honor bands and camps, and 
adjudicating festivals in Oklahoma and Arkansas.  His 
wife, Amitia, was formerly the fourth grade teacher at 
Emerson Elementary in Duncan and is currently a 
Homemade Gourmet Independent Distributor and 
"stay-at-home-mom".   Mr. and Mrs. Claussen have a 
five-year-old daughter, Abbie and a 19 month old 
daughter named Katie. 
 
Miss Wendy Benford comes to Bartlesville from Pryor 
where she has taught for the previous 5 years. She is a 
graduate of the University of Tulsa where she received 
her Bachelors degree in Music Education and the 
University of Iowa where she earned a Master of Arts 
degree in clarinet performance. Miss Benford has 
performed with the Waterloo/Cedar Falls Symphony 
Orchestra, Southeast Iowa Symphony and is currently 
a member of the Northeast Oklahoma Woodwind 
Quintet. In addition to teaching here in Bartlesville, Miss 
Benford is also an adjunct faculty member at TCC 
where she teaches Fundamentals of Music and private 
clarinet. 
 
Mrs. Christyn Champagne resides in Broken Arrow, 
OK with her Husband, Tim.  She began her passion of 
performing in the Catoosa High School Color/Winter 
Guard of which became the four-time State Winter 

Guard Champions 1995-1999, and competed at 
nationals as a WGI Finalist and Semi-Finalist.   
The summer after High School, Christyn began 
teaching as a staff member of Marching Auxiliaries, a 
Texas-based company that conducts summer auxiliary 
camps at universities and high schools across the 
United States.  The next winter season, Christyn went 
on to perform with Black Gold Winter Guard for two 
years, ending her last year as a captain, and in 2002 
marched DCI with the Colts Drum & Bugle Corps. 
In the fall of 1999, Christyn began working with 
Collinsville as a guard technician, and transitioned to 
Sapulpa High School the next school year.  After two 
years with Sapulpa, Christyn accepted the position of 
Color Guard Coordinator and remained with Sapulpa 
through 2005.  Her work experience includes: 
2000 – Collinsville High School – OBA State Marching 
Band Champions & Winter Guard State Champions 
2001 – 2005 Sapulpa High School – Winter Guard 
State Championships twice,  1st Runner Up twice and 
2nd Runner Up once. 
After the 2005 school year, Christyn took leave from 
the guard arena in order to complete her degree.  She 
graduated from the University of Tulsa in May of 2006 
with her Bachelors in Business Administration with an 
emphasis in Finance.  She currently works as a credit 
analyst with Arvest Bank. 
 
Ceth Barnett is a graduate of Oral Roberts University 
with his BMA in Music Performance. He was on the 
Marching Band Staff at Union High School from 1997 
to 2005 as part of the visual staff, trombone teacher 
and also taught the Trombone Choir. In 2006, he 
worked on the Visual Staff at Bartlesville High School 
and then went on to work on the Visual Staff at 
Berryhill High School in 2007. 
 
As a trombonist, Ceth has performed with Tulsa 
Signature Symphony, Tulsa Philharmonic, Tulsa 
Starlight Band, Sentimental Journey, and Tulsa Slide 
Company. Artists he has performed with include 
Clarke Terry, Steve Wiest, Frank Mantooth, The 
Temptations, Byron Stripling, Carmen, Colin Raye, 
and Peter Cetera. Ceth currently teaches private 
lessons at Tulsa Community College, and directs the 
Oral Roberts University Women's Basketball Pep 
Band. Ceth is excited to return to the Marching Band  
Staff at Bartlesville High School. 
 
 ^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^ 
 

Jazz Band 
The Jazz Band is scheduled to play at the Washington 
County Free Fair August 22nd at 6:00 pm  
Here's the link to their Web site. Check it out! 
http://www.bographix.com/bruinjazz/bio.htm 
Mike Dodson 
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Band Uniform Check-Out Dates 

Band uniforms will be sized and checked out on the 
following two dates:  
Seniors and Juniors: Tuesday, August 26  
 
Sophomores and Freshmen and Colorguard: 
Wednesday, August 27  
Check-out times will be 3:00-6:00 p.m. both days at the 
High School band room in the Fine Arts Center located 
at 1700 Hillcrest Road. Be sure to bring your marching 
shoes with you for the fitting if you already own your 
shoes. Also, jeans are not allowed when trying on the 
uniform pants, so be sure to wear or bring some shorts 
with you.  
If you have not yet paid all your band fees, payments 
will be accepted at the uniform check out. No shirts or 
shoes will be issued to a student until all fees have 
been paid.  

 
Volunteers Needed to HELP  

with Band Uniform Checkout! 
On Tuesday, August 26, and Wednesday, August 27, 
we will be doing the critical task of fitting all the band 
students into their uniforms, pinning pant legs at the 
correct length, and then hemming the pants over the 
next few days thereafter. This is a huge task and will 
take a lot of volunteers to make it happen. At this point, 
Dena Divelbiss has three volunteers to do all this work. 
We need parents to step forward and help with this 
important job for the band program. Let's show our 
students and directors that we care about our students' 
music education by having a large volunteer group take 
on this project.  
Here are the specifics on time and workers needed:  
Tuesday, August 26 (fitting for seniors and juniors): 
3:00-6:00p.m. High School band room, 1700 SE 
Hillcrest Dr.  
Wednesday, August 27 (fitting for sophomores, 
freshmen, colorguard, anyone who missed 
Tuesday): 3:00-6:00p.m. High School band room  
On these two dates, we will be having one group of 
volunteers sizing the students and another volunteer 
group pinning the pants at the correct length. Then, 
over the next few days, another group of volunteers 
that know how to sew will do all the hemming of the 
pants. If you know how to sew, we really need your 
help to get all these pants hemmed! If you can help 
in any way with the uniform check-out process or 
sewing, please call Dena Divelbiss at 333-9387 and  
leave a message if she is not home. 
 

Concession Stand Sales  
BBOB’s Largest Fundraiser 

Funds raised through sales of concessions at football 
games provide two-thirds of the booster club budget. 
Based on the division of funds raised, band parents 
are responsible for 242 concession shifts (2 per 
student) and orchestra parents are responsible for 110 
concession shifts (1 per student).  
To date, 144 band concession shifts remain to be filled 
and 103 orchestra concession shifts remain to be 
filled.  
Please check the following dates on your calendars 
and determine which games(s) will best fit into your 
schedules:  
09/05   10/02   11/07  
09/11   10/03  
09/15   10/13  
09/18   10/16  
09/22   10/23  
09/29   10/31  
You will have an opportunity to sign-up at the picnic, 
but you are welcome to call or e-mail me before the 
picnic. I will be happy to answer any questions you 
may have.  
Thank you for your time and commitment to your 
students!  
Rachelle Wilson rachelle@bographix.com  
333-6740 rdwilson@arvest.com 
 
 
$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$ 

Band & Orchestra FUNDRAISING 
We are trying to offer several fundraisers to help 
the students raise money for their trips. It is totally 
up to the student/parent what fundraisers they 
want to participate in. We just want to give them 
as many chances to earn their money as 
possible, so check them all out!  
$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$ 

 
Breakfast Fundraiser  

At Washington County Fair 
This opportunity presented itself just this week!  
BBOB has been asked to prepare and serve breakfast 
at the Washington County Fair on Saturday, August 
23rd from 7 am to 9:30 am.  Those interested in 
helping prepare food, serve food and drinks or 
help sell tickets the day of the breakfast should 
contact Dawn Lewis at 335-2619 or 
dawnlewishome@yahoo.com. 
 
All students have the opportunity to sell tickets this 
week leading up to the breakfast. Tickets are $5.00 
and the breakfast includes biscuits with sausage gravy 
or pancakes and sausage.  Orange Juice and Coffee 
are included in the price.    
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Fundraising continued from page 3 
Blue and Gold Fundraiser 

Starts August 25 
This month, we are starting our very popular Blue and 
Gold sausage, bacon and chicken fritters fundraiser. 
This will be our only Blue & Gold sale this fall, so be 
sure to work this one hard if you are trying to raise trip 
money for Germany. Order forms will be available in 
boxes in all the band and orchestra rooms starting on 
Monday, August 25. Sale dates are from August 25 
through Friday, September 12. All order forms must 
be in the collection boxes no later than Friday, 
September 12. Order forms ONLY, please (money is 
collected at delivery)! Make sure your student's name 
is on top of the order form and please note two or 
three phone numbers where you can be reached.  
The tentative delivery date for the Blue & Gold 
product is Tuesday, September 23, at the High 
School Fine Arts Center, south entrance to the front 
lobby. When the delivery date is confirmed, that 
information will be posted in the band and orchestra 
rooms. Remember, these are frozen products and must 
be picked up on time.  
Money is collected for your orders at time of 
delivery to the customer. Have your customers make 
checks payable to "BBOB". Money turn in times are:  
Sunday, September 28, 1:00 p.m. until 5:00 p.m.  
Saturday, October 4, 10:00 a.m. until 3:00 p.m.  
Sunday, October 5, 1:00 p.m. until 7:00 p.m.  
The place to turn in money for Blue & Gold is the home 
of Doug and Dena Divelbiss, 309 Park Hill Dr. No 
money should be given to directors or dropped off at 
the front desk at school. If you have any questions 
about this fundraiser, call Doug or Dena at 333-9387. 
 

Candy Bar Sales Continue 
Carrie Stire has $1.00 candy bars for students to sell. 
Contact her at 335-5034.   

 
Bruin Insulated Tumblers Sales 

This will be an on going fundraiser, so keep letting 
people know about it. We have sold more than 300 and 
can order again. Cost for each tumbler is $12 with 
approximately 45% profit margin.  If you would like to 
purchase a tumbler to show your customers contact 
Bob & Beth Hills at bbobinfo@cableone.net.   

 
~~~~~~~~~~~~~~      STAFF     ~~~~~~~~~~~~ 
Alex Claussen  HSBand     918 - 694-4533 
Wendy Benford  MH Band     918 - 864-6232 
Dr. Rick Dugger  Band  331-0368 
Mike Dodson  Central  336-7857 
Mark Villines  Madison  335-1733 
Rhonda Carr   Orchestra 333-4951 
Greg Carr  Orchestra 333-4951 
Steve Craft                         Percussion    918-230-4840 
stevecraf@aol.com 
Christyn Champagne     Color Guard       918-636-8465  
 cjchampagne@cox.net 
 

RibCrib Fundraiser Continues This Fall 
On Saturday August 16, Rib Crib in Bartlesville will 
host Bartlesville Band & Orchestra day. Rib Crib will 
donate 10% of your dine-in, carry-out, or catering 
orders purchased on the 16th to BBOB. Flyers for this 
event will be distributed to students. Present the flyer 
to your server, and Rib Crib will donate 10% to BBOB 
to offset expenses for the Germany/Austria trip. Don't 
worry if you forget your flyer--just mention that you're 
supporting BBOB to your server and the donation will 
be made. Please spread the news to your family & 
friends. This is a great way to raise money for BBOB 
while enjoying some good food.  
 
$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$ 

 
Monterey Fundraiser Continues 

BBOB's next fundraiser at Monterey's in Bartlesville 
will be Wednesday August 27th. Monterey's will 
donate 15% of your dine-in, carryout, catering, and gift 
card purchases to BBOB on Aug. 27th. This is an all-
day event, so go enjoy lunch and dinner at Monterey's. 
This has been a great fundraiser for BBOB. The 
money raised will be used to pay expenses for the 
Germany/Austria trip. Flyers will be distributed to 
students and via e-mail through the BBOB distribution 
list.  You must have the flyer to get the discount at 
Monterey’s 
 
 
$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$ 

 

 
2008-2009 BBOB OFFICERS 

Rhonda Parnell  President  333-2988 
Rhondak@cableone.net   
Randy McDaniel              Vice-Pres.  766-0607 
randy.d.mcdaniel@conocophillips.com  
Kevin & Stephanie Williams     Treasurer 331-2703  
Kevin.L.Williams@conocophillips.com  
Diana Brewer             Asst. Treasurer 766-0780 
Diana.K.Brewer@conocophillips.com   
Rachelle Wilson              Secretary   333-6740 
rdwilson@arvest.com 
Dawn Lewis           Ways & Means 335-2619 
dawnlewishome@yahoo.com 
Dena Divelbiss Standing Committees   333-9387 
drdivel1@aol.com  
Committees 
Rachelle Wilson   Concessions    333-6740 
rdwilson@arvest.com  
Paula Barnes          Newsletter       335-1511 
paulabarnes@flash.net   
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Band Dates to Remember 
 
August 19 – BBOB Kick-Off Picnic at Sooner Park 
   Performance begins at 6:30 pm   

Musicians report at 6:00 pm 
   Bring your own picnic.  Tea and Water provided 
August 21 – First Thursday night rehearsal  

6-8:30 pm   Stadium 
August 22 – band rental meeting  

2-30 – 6:00 MH band room 
August 26 – Uniform Check-out – Jr. & Sr. 
August 27 – Uniform Check-out – 9th & 10th  

& Color Guard 
  All check out will be at BHS band room 

from 3:00-6:00 p.m.  
Sept 1 – No School – Labor Day 
Sept. 5 – Home Football Game  

Warm Weather Uniform 
Sept. 8 – Clinic w/ Scott Lang – Required –TBA 
Sept. 12 – Away Game – Ponca City  

Warm Weather Uniform 
Sept. 19 – Away Game – Enid – Marching Uniform 
Sept. 26 – Away Game – Muskogee  
 Marching Uniform 
Sept. 27 – Owasso Marching Contest – Full Day 
October 2 – Homecoming Parade 
October 3 – Homecoming Football Game 
October 10 – Away Game – Claremore  

Marching Uniform 
October 11 – Broken Arrow Invitational 

marching contest – Full Day 
October 15 – Fall Break –Rehearsal throughout  

the day TBA 
October 16 – Fall Break - Rehearsal throughout  

the day TBA 
October 16 – Home Game – Marching Uniform 
October 24 – Away Game – Jenks  

Marching Uniform 
October 29 – OSSAA Marching contest – BA HS 
October 31 – Home Game – Marching Uniform 
November 1 – OBA State Marching Band  
        Championships – BA HS – Full Day 
November 7 – Home Game – Sr. Night  

Marching Uniform 
November 8 – NBDA Honor Band & 1st Round  
    All-State Band auditions (10th –12th grade only) 
November 8 – Veterans’ Day Parade (tentative) 
November 13 – Marching Band Banquet - TBA 
November 15 – All State Jazz band auditions  

 Midwest City 
November 26-28 – Thanksgiving Break – No School 
December 5 – Leave for 2nd round OMEA  

All-State Band Auditions (afternoon) 
December 6 – 2nd round All-State Band Auditions 

 Moore, OK  
December 6 – Bartlesville Christmas Parade 
December 8 – All-City Band Winter Concert   

(7th – 12th grade)    FAC  7:00 pm 
musicians report at 6:30 pm 

 

 
 
 

 
 

Orchestra Dates to Remember 
 
August 19 – BBOB Kick-Off Picnic at Sooner Park 
   Performance begins at 6:30 pm   

Musicians report at 6:00 pm 
   Bring your own picnic.  Tea and Water provided 
August 21 – Orchestra rental meeting with Saieds 
    Music store – 3-5:30 p.m. Central cafeteria 
September 4 – Uniform check out for boys  
September 5 – Uniform check out for girls  

All check out will be at BHS from 3:15-5:00.  
Uniforms need to be taken home the day  
they are checked out.  

October 6 – NE OK All District Orchestra auditions 
   Madison MS 3:00-5:30 

October 28 – Mid-High/High School Orchestra  
             Contest 
November 1 – NE OK All District Orchestra clinic  

Jenks, OK 
December 6 –1st round All State Orchestra auditions 

 Moore, OK 
December 9 – All City Orchestra Concert (we may be 
switching with choir because of a regional swim meet 
on this date) 
 
 
 

 
Remember to send changes of address, 
phone numbers, e-mail, etc. to Stephanie 
Williams at SWilli1199@aol.com or call her 
at 331-2703.   
 
 
 
The Newsletter is a monthly publication (except December, June and July) 
of the Bartlesville Band and Orchestra Boosters Club, 5900 SE Baylor Dr., 
Bartlesville, OK 74006 
 


